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t\io. I

PROEH.

'J'HH object of this publication is to

extend wideh’ the opportunity to

enjoy the best passages in reports,

letters, and other writings which other-

wise would reach but a limited circle of

readers. Much that occurs in the every-
day experience of missionaries upon the
Korea field is so intensely interesting to

ourselves and we feel would be so inter-

esting. could it be brought within their

knowledge, to hosts of personal friends

and well-wisher.s, that we have at length
come to take the step of issuing a quar-
terly periodical for the purpo.se of bring-

ing a larger number into sympathy with
our aims and surroundings. The busy
mi.ssionary can ill spare time to give an
adequate description of his work and its

conditions in private letters. And the
general missionary magazines are be-

sieged with too great a wealth of material
'of absorbing interest concerning numer-
ous fields to be able to devote much .space

to what we offer. Yet it is the vivid pres-

entation of detail in anecdote and incident
which we look to to arrest and fix atten-

tion. If "The Korea Eield" is succes.sful

not merely in giving entertainment but
also in engendering a sympathetic inter-

e.st in our work, it will have fully realized

the hope of the editor in regard to it.

The pre.sent number is largely made up
of extracts from the reports of per.sonal

work made at the time of the Annual
Meeting in October, because this is the
newest information from the several
workers. It is our intention i.ssue by
issue to present the latest available ac-

counts from all parts of the field, and we
earnestly hope this may include the
workers in all of the four Presb^’terian
missions engaged in the ta.sk of evan-
gelizing Korea. *

TWO COUNTRY TRIPS.

la.st year, I have been privileged to

make two country trips with Mr.
Hunt. The first one, early in the fall, of

55 days, was mostly spent at Anak, where
a class was held for ten days, women com-
ing from different villages. There was an
enrollment of 24 and a daily attendance
of 18. As there was no keeper at the

Anak house, the women appointed one
from their number to prepare the food,

she paying her board in this way. The
others who did not bring rice paid in

cash for their board. The face of an
old woman who came to us while there I

shall not soon forget. She had heard the
gospel from some one who had stopped
at her vnllage. She wanted to hear
more, and was told if she would go to

Anak there were believers there who
would teach her. Though 80 years old

and somewhat deaf, the persistency with
which she learned to read was interest-

ing to see. She seemed oblivious to cold

and hunger, for she would sit on the

porch, with the cold fall winds blow’ing

on her, spelling out the words, calling

on those who passed in and out the door
to help her, and had to be reminded
that she must eat. Her mind was bent

on learning about Jesus.

The other trip, of three weeks, was
made in April at Sa Ri Won. Though a

busy time in the year, yet the women
came for study. Among those who came
two were deserving especially of sympa-
thv and Christian fellowship. One was a

young wife, who was paralyzed in legs

and arms. Her husband carried her on

his back 13 miles that she might study.

Though crippled in body, yet she has a

very bright mind.
,

She seems to have
remembered all that she has ever studied.

She tells of how, 3 years ago, she was
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helpless, Unable to move either her stunt-
ed arms or club-footed legs, but that at

that time she heard the gospel and was
led to believe that by faith in Jesus she
could be cured of her infirmity : and now,
a woman who feeds upon God’s Word,
leads a life of prayer and witnessing for

her Savior, is so far cured of her bodily
deformity that she is enabled to do the
lighter portions of housework. The
other woman, an aged mother, the only
believer in the village, because she be-

lieves, has been refused support bj^ her
relatives. But she continues faithful,

and because of her earnestness two men
came, inquiring more about the gospel,

from that village. Report of Mrs. B. F.

Hunt— Oct., igoi.

FAITHFUL UNDER PERSECUTION.

the regular weekly classses under
my care during the past year, the

work in the catechumen class for wo-
man has been the study of such subjects

as sin, repentance, faith, salvation, &c.

,

preparing the women for the Bible

study of the regular Wednesday classes.

The attendance at the beginning of the

year was thirty, the number increasing

almost every week from among those

entering the catechumenate and through
house to house visiting by my Bible wo-
man and myself. Of the 42 women
baptized in the city church this year a

majority have passed through this class.

One of the faithful attendants last winter
was a young woman who comes from
about two miles south of the city, and
and who, since she became a Christian,

has stood alone among her relatives

witnessing for Christ. Her first efforts

to attend service and her refusals to do
extra work on the Sabbath brought per-

secution from her mother-in-law, and the

denial to her of all food on every seventh
day so long as she insisted on going to

church. During four months Sabbath
was a fast daj’ for this faithful little wo-
man, except on a few occasions when
after service she was invited to a Christ-

ian home. Her husband’s death sent

her back to her parents’s home, where,
though not persecuted, she was scoffed

at and ridiculed in every way. One
Wednesday in the middle of winter, on
her way to the afternoon moeting, she

slipped and seriously injured her arm,
rendering it painful and useless for

nearly two months. To those in her.
home, of course, it was Christianity*
which had brought this misfortune upon
her, but Yang Si herself was rejoicing
over it. “I think the Lord knew” she
said “how I wanted to study more. Now
I can come to all the meetings.” And
so she did—coming in four and five times
a week while unable to work at home.
She now makes her living by sewing, at-
tends regularly the Sabbath and Wednes-
day services in the city, and on Thurs-
days helps to gather the women of her
neighborhood for a .service at the new
chapel. Report of Mrs. R . F. Moffett—
Oct., igoi.

CLASvSES IN WHANG HAI PROVINCE.

^GAIN during January and February
it was my jirivilege to .spend five

weeks in W^hang Hai Do with Mr. Hunt.
Here another feature of the work was
presented : viz., the holding classes for

the instruction of believers in Biblical
truth. Theie were three cla.sses held in

as many different places. It was indeed
encouraging and inspiring to .see the
zeal with which the people entered upon
the study. Old men and j'oung boys
.sat side by side and vied with each other
in enthusiastic study. In one place we
occupied a room in the church building
separated from the public room by a
thin partition. In the public room
many of the members of the class slept

at night. Nearly every morning w^
were awakened at about four o’clock by
the voices of those who commenced their

.study at that earl}- hour. Again in the
evening the .same process was kept up till

about ten o’clock. Their principal topic

of conversation, as indeed seems to be
the case with our Christians everywhere,
was the Bible and personal Christian ex-
periences. Report of Rev. C. F. Berv-
heisel— Oct., igor.

CHRISTIANS INCREASING LIKE

LEAVES.

^EN other counties, constituting the

northeastern circuit, I hope to turn

over to Mr. Bernheisel’s care just as

soon as the mi.ssion will relieve me of it.

It is a promising section, calling loudly

for more attention, and will yield a rich

harve.st. There are Christians in every
county, with the possible exception of
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Maiiig San. When, with Mr. Ross and
Mr. Bruen, I went up as far as Tek
Chun last October we were surprised to

find how widely the gospel had been
proclaimed where no missionary had
ever been. It was our privilege to es-

tablish 5 new groups in this region and
to find isolated believers here and there
in little nooks way up in the mountains.
As one man after another, coming from
the field or from a lonely cabin or .some
little valley, called out to us to stop and
then announced himself as a Christian,

Mr. Ross broke out with “Why ! up
this way the Christians seem to grow on
every tree and bu.sh.’’ Report of Dr.
S. A. Moffert—Oct., igoi.

WOMEN’vS BIBLE CLASSES IN THB
NORTH.

last class of the year was held at

Syen Chyen for 10 days in May.
The class, with Helper Nyang in charge,
began a day before Mrs. Sharrocks and
I arrived, and with the a.ssistance of Mr.
Nyang and other leaders in the Syen
Chyen church, was continued until June
2nd. One hundred and twenty-three
women were enrolled, from 8 different

districts of the North Pyeng An Do
work. P'ive of these came from Sak Ju,

230 li distant, 3 from Chang Shyung,
295 li distant, 16 from Eui Ju, 160 H
di.stant, and others came from plaqes
nearer Syen Chyen. The women were
put into three divisions. The first two
divisions, numbering more than 60 wo-
men, could all read and made interesting
clas.ses to teach. With few exceptions
the women of these two divisions stayed
until the end of the cla.ss. Those in the
third division began to drop out at the
end of the first week. The women re-

ceived their first instruction in singing
from Mrs. Sharrocks and enjoyed it very
much.

Services for the members of the Syen
Chj'en church and the vi.siting women
were held every evening, led by Mr.
Whittemore or Dr. Sharrocks. The
first Sabbath service while I was there
mu.st have been attended by 400 or more,
probably 175 or 200 being women. On
the second Sabbath communion was ad-
ministered, 4 men and 9 women receiv-
ing baptism.

Helper Nyang said that if the class
next spring were held earlier many more

women could attend. More attended
this class than were expected, the esti-

mate having been placed at about 50. If

the attendance were to increase, other
quarters would have to be provided and
the teaching force increased. The class

showed that the interest in the north is

widespread
;
that the women are eager

to learn, many of those in the first two
divisions having considerable knowledge
of the Gospels, though no special in-

struction has ever been given them
;
and

that there is need for some one who
shall be free to devote a large share of her
time to work among the women of the
churches near and beyond Syen Chyen.
On the way home I stopped for 4 da3^s

with the women of the Suk Chun church.
Regular classes for study could not be
held all the time, although there were
plenty of women who would have liked

to study. There was such a continuous
stream of visitors at the church that a

good part of the time was spent in talk-

ing with them. Christian women in

companies of half a dozen or more came
from villages 60, 40, 30, and 20 li awaj'

and on Sabbath the attendance of both
men and women must have been nearly

200. Report of Afiss M. Best—Oct.,

igoi

.

% * *

In May a trip to Syen Chyen, accom-
panied by Miss Best, was taken.

The class had opened the day before we
reached there, and the women flocked in

for miles, eager to learn. The singing

was taught without an organ, but earn-

e.st effort was put into it by the women.
At their own suggestion they were divid-

ed into two classes, i.e. the older women
in one and the 3'ounger in another.

Thus, more was accomplished perhaps,

and altho the grandmas made dreadful

noises the3’’ were so blissfully unconsci-

ous and tried so hard to learn that one
could not help but admire their earnest-

ness and be glad to give them the pleas-

ure of a few lessons. They will never
learn to sing on earth, but their souls

are already tuned to take part in the

music of Heaven. Report of Mrs. M. . 1 .

Sharrocks—Oct., i8pp.

EIGHT COUNTRY WOMEN.

J^NOWING that among these women
were a few who, with more instruc-
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tion than it is possible to give them in

other classes where they are with wom-
en of various degrees of advancement,
could be of great help to the women of

their own churches, I asked and received

permission of the station to invite them
to P3’’eng Yang for 20 days of Bible

study in January. Eight women came.

Mrs. Moffett gave them 10 lessons in

the form of Bible readings on the sub-

jects of sin, salvation, baptism, &c.
;

Mrs. Baird taught them the Epistle of

James and part of Philippians
;

Mrs.

Hunt gave them singing lessons
;
a Ko-

rean, Mr. Cho, took them each day for

a lesson in Mark
;
I gave them eight les-

sons from the Gospels on the subject,

Christ our Example
;
and had them three

quarters of an hour each morning for

prayers in our home. I also gave them
several lessons on the geography of Pal-

estine.

Besides the regular studj- they had the

benefit of the evening meetings held

during the Week of Prayer and three

Sabbath services in the Pyeng Yang
church. One object being to acquaint

them as much as possible during their

short .stay with the -vork in P}"eng Yang,
they were encouraged to attend the reg-

ular services and classes held for the

women. Thej^ were taken to visit the

girls’ schools and some of them accom-
panied Mrs. Moffett’s helper in her work
of house visitation.

They were all baptized women, Christ-

ians of several j'ears’ standing. All could

read. They were invited to the class

because they seemed to be women who
gave promise of being able to help other

women to a better knowledge of the

Gospel in their homes and in the com-
munities where their lots are cast. I

have had opportunity since to see four

of the w'omen in their own homes and
know that the confidence w^as not mis-

placed. The work of three of them has

been referred to in this report. The
women paid about fouf yen of the ex-

pense of the class, some of the station

assuming the larger part of it, which
amounted to yen 22.50. I should be

glad to see the class held again next
winter, making the effort to have the

women bear a larger share of the ex-

pense, and asking the Board for the ap-

propriation of a small sum which the

station shall approve to be used in a few

cases where those invited are not able to
bear their expenses entirely or in part.

Report of Miss M. Best— Oct., i^oi.

THE TRIALS OF HOU.SE BUILDING.

^T the present writing our house at

1 Syen Chyen is progressing rapidly
and shows signs of being nearly if not
quite entirely ready for occupancj’’ after

Annual Meeting Being over three days’
travel from the nearest place as yet
touched by western ways or civilization

and in a community where experienced
workmen are not plentiful, it is not sur-

prising that every detail, from the cut-

ting of the timber in the fore.st to the
driving of the last nail, mu.st come more
or less directly under the .supervi.siou

and control of the foreigner. From the
fact also that none of the w'orkmen has
ever assisted in the erection of a house
for a foreigner, nor is able to obtain
from a plan a conception of the fini.shed

work, it becomes evident that one must
spend no small part of his time actually

with his workmen. Report of Dr. A.
M. Sharrocks,—Oct. igoi.

WELL-FILLED CHURCIIE.S.

J never saw such a wonderful work as

is going on here. Last Sundaj’ there

were about 1300 people at the afternoon
service at church, and last Wednesday
quite 600 men and 300 women at prayer-

meetiug. Certainly the power of the

Spirit is seen working mightily among
the Koreans here. Etxract from private

letter of Miss f. Perry, written from
Pyeng Ya?ig, fime 2j, kjoj.

THE GIRLS’ NIGHT SClfOOL AT FUSAN.

IT is now almost five years since our
little girls’ night school was started.

It all came about wholly unplanned and
almost uuthought of. Eleven little girls,

none of whom were more then ten 3^ears

of age, remained one Sunday night after

a meeting of women at our home, and
asked to be taught to read that they
might be able to read the Bible for them-
selves. On an appointed evening ail

came, a cold stormy night too, when I

scarcely could expect them. Of this

original eleven eight are still with me,
two of whom have been baptized into the

church, and the others we hope will be

as soon as they are old enough to permit

of admission.
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During these years of happy associa-

tion together we have won and lost man)'

bright, promising girls by the removal

to other parts of their parents, and this

is, I think, one of the difficulties en-

countered in conducting a school on the

present plan. We have never thought

the plan ideal nor have we been alto-

gether satisfied, yet perhaps under ex-

isting cdnditions it was the only thing to

be done. But now the gospel is penetrat-

ing the hearts of more people, and not

only Christian but heathen parents see

an advantage in having their girls train-

ed and taught. In the face of the dis-

advantages of not being able to control

the girls in their home life, and of losing

them at their most promising age, there

is certainly something to be said to the

credit of these faithful girls who have

come to us so regularly. There has been

no mercenary motive, positively nothing

to be gained by them through their com-

ing
;
simply a pure motive of study and a

de.sire to know about Jesus is'all that has

prompted them. Then too these girls

all come from homes whose financial cir-

cumstances require the labor of these

young hands during the day, so that

study at night, with both mind and body

tired, must be irksome, to say the least,

more especially so during summer. I

am told that among 26 children, repre-

senting nearly as many homes, there now
isn’t one parent who objects to their

coming to school, although half of these

homes are .still in heathendom.
During the year one of the girls, the

oldest, was married to a young Christian

merchant, the occasion being celebrated

at our home with mo.st all of our Christ-

ians present. Being the first Christian

wedding our people had witnessed, it was
looked upon by all with much interest.

One girl about 17 years of age died at

our home, where we had brought her
only the day previous to her death for a

change and a more comfortable place in

which to spend her last days among us.

Her testimony was a good one in the
face of heathen home surroundings. Her
mother has, since her daughter’s death,
shown interest somewhat and has at-

tended the church services and expresses
a desire to “do the doctrine,’’ but can-
not see her way clear yet to keep Sabbath
because of poverty. ’’ Report of Mrs. D.
Irviv— Oct., rpo/.

NOTES OF FALL ITINERATING TRIP.

REV. F. S. HILLER.

HEN I reached Turn Pongi church
I found Mr. Yu there, a member

of a church on the seacoast where the

famine is worst this year. He said he
had to move with his family or starve,

and that he knew he would be sure to

find friends at one of the inland churches;
that he had come here and found them,
for the people of this church, though
they do not know how the)^ are going to

live through the winter, had taken up a

collection, got him a house, and helped
him make a living. Thus the Gospel is

binding the hearts of these people to-

gether.

A man testified in oneof our meetings;
“Before I believed I had no friends.

Now anywhere I go over Korea I find

brothers and sisters in the churches.”
At So Tai a young man came in tp be

catechized for entrance to the catechu-

menate, who had been a Catholic for a

short time, but wanted to join our
church, as his father attended it. I was
attracted to his face among the others by
the eagerness with which he drank in

the explanation of John 3:16. It was a

new plan of salvation to him. I advised

him to buy a Testament and make a

careful study of it : and left for my head-

quarters at another church. The next
day, as I was going along the road, I

found him sitting by the side reading a

Testament he had just bought from my
helper.

One of the boys here at Turn Pongi
when he first was able to buy a Tes-

toment (he helps support a widowed
mother) took it out on the mountains
with him as he went for wood. As he
sat down for a minute’s rest he pulled it

out and devoured it. In fact, they tell

me that he was so hungry for it, so eager

to take it in, that he would actually put

the edge of the book in his mouth and
bite it. What a pleasure to teach such
students of the Word !

SINGLE LADIES NEEDED.

J have had part in seven training clas-

ses and have in addition been able to

secure for my country circuit three class-

es for women conducted by Miss Best

and 1 1 classes for men conducted by
Korean helpers and teachers. These
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classes are the mainstay of the work and
tell immeasurabl}" in reviving and streng-
thening the churches. I wish it were
possible to give more time to such work.
I hope the station will take into con-
sideration the great need for more coun-
try classes for the women and ask the mis-
sion and Board to send us more ladies,

not for city or pioneer work, but for

such work as Miss Best is now doing
among the country women in these train-

ing cla.sses. M)- countr>- .section alone
can fully occupy' all the time of one lady.

Report of Dr. S. A. Moffett— Oct., igoi.

SECRETARY BROWN ASSISTING AT AN
OPERATION.

visit to the magistracy of Chang
Yun was interesting in one respect

at least. We arrived there late in the
ev'ening and I was immediately called

upon to see .some sick folk. It is

here that my former student, Hyo
Kwon-i, has lived .since he left the
hospital, and knowing that I was com-
ing, he had a number of cases ready
that he had been unable to handle. The
first one was a boy with a dislocated

elbow of several months’ standing, which
held his arm out stiff, preventing it

from being bent at the elbow. As the
cart with our food, &c., had not j-et

arrived, we proceeded at once to ether-

ize the boy and soon had the elbow
again in its normal position. As our
cart had not even yet put in an ap-

pearance, even though it was 9 o’clock,

we took all the Christians with us to the
church, which is .situated outside the
wall of the town, and held a service of

about an hour’s duration, at which Dr.

Brown delivered a fine addre.ssof greet-

ing, exhortation, and advice which I felt

sorry to spoil to a considerable extent
bj- rendering into very indifferent Ko-
rean. Returning to our host’s home,
we found our supper in course of preoara-

tion, and had the pleasure of eating it

between 10 and ii o’clock. A poor
man nearly blind and suffering from a

bad ulcer of the foot due to decay of the

bone was pressing us hard for relief,

and finally I said that if Hyo Kwon-i
would undertake to care for him after-

wards, I would operate on him in the

morning at 5 o’clock, before breakfast.

That gave us a short night’s rest after a

long da}'’s work, but that has to be some-

times, and the next morning, a.ssisted

by Dr. Brown, who could not be pre-
vailed upon to miss .seeing surgical work
done under such peculiar conditions, we
etherized the patient on the floor of the
room in which we had .slept, and scrap-
ed away ‘all the diseased bone, .so as to
give his ulcer at least a new .start. The
chief point of practical importance in

this incident is that we could not have
undertaken to perform either of these
operations had not a person trained in

the after cai e of such cases been on hand
to follow the work up

; and we saw a

practical illustration of the advantaeg
which will follow the proper training
of young men as doctors and the scatter-
ing of them throughout the country.
Report of Di . O. R. Avi.^on— Oct., i^oi.

THE BOYS OF TAIKU.

J^URING theyear I have met regularly
with the boys whom Mr. Sidebotham

and I got together last year. Recently
we have started with a Harmony of the
Gospels, picking out the main events in

the life of Christ. The bo\’s are much
interested in the chart following this

course kindly loaned to us b)'^ Master
Edward Adams. I have thoroughly en-

joyed my little work among the bo>\s.

The average attendance on Sabbaths has
been about fifteen. Ten boys have learned
and recited a number of Scripture pas-

.sages, and in addition have earned or

are eiwrning a New Testament, book
by book, as they commit five verses in

each. Three have so far earned their

New Testament entire in this way. Dur-
ing the year the boys asked if they
might not take up a collection when
they met. I did not object, and .so

they appointed one of their number,
treasurer, whose accounts are 'audited

and reports made monthly. More than
the public meeting I have enjoyed a

good many quiet personal talks with
them, when a boy comes into tell me
of some persecution or some sin or some
signs af interest among his family. Dur-
ing the year two of them have been re-

ceived into the catechumenate, and there

are always a goodly number of them at

prayer meeting. One has met with me
every evening to pray for his family,

and another has endured .some persecu-

tion from his father. One Sunda}’ he
came in to say that his father had or-
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dered him to sell at the market, and what
should he do? I replied “\Vha.t do you
think you ought to do?” He said ‘‘I

have no other mind than to observe
Sunday, though I may get a beating for

it
; but only if I take a beating once

will my father allow me to be a Christ-

ian.” As last year w’e had a Sabbath-
school picnic which everyone enjoyed.

Report of Rev . H. M. Briien— Oct., igoi.

COUNTRY TEACHERS’ NORMAL CLASS.

JN June a ten days’ Normal Class for

country teachers only was held. Thirty-

one teachers were in attendance, entirely

at Korean expen.se. Eight of these were
from the North Pyeng Yang circuit.

The}' represented every grade of efficien-

cy, but among them all there was mani-
fest a spirit of desire to break away from
past traditions, and to adopt better meth-
ods of teaching, as well as a realization

of their own lack of equipment for their

vocation. Two of them applied to enter

the Academy. Lectures were given in

general history and methods of teaching,

also lessons in hygiene, arithmetic, geo-

graphy, &c. Little more than an im-

petus toward better things could be given

them during the limited time of the

class, but at least they were afforded an
opportunity to imbibe something of the

spirit of the Academy and of the local

schools in Pyeng Yang. They showed
their willingness to learn by the fact

that they were willing to accept instruc-

tion from the pupils of the advanced
class of the Academy. Pyeng Yang
Educational Report— W. M. Baird— Oct.,

igoi.

TEMPTED TO JOIN THE CATHOLICS.

^FTER my leaving the last year’s An-
nual Meeting as soon as possible I

took a trip through the .southern magis-
tracies where we have a few groups.
The immediate and urgent motive for

this was that one of them was reported
to be going over, bag and baggage, to

the Roman Catholics, who would give
help in a civil "^uit in the native courts
when we would not. This group was a
.sort of family group, almost all the mem-
bers being in one relationship. We
found things quite as bad as they had
been represented. Arrangements had
been completed for protection. They

were quite frank to admit that thej" did
not think much of the doctrines of that

church, but it was essential that they
should have protection in order to live,

and that was the onl}- place they could
get it. We labored with them for sever-

at days, but without great apparent ef-

fect. Finally we laid hold upon the
leader and constrained him to come up
to Taiku with us. He staid with us five

mon;hs as the teacher of the local school.

He became, I think, better established

in the faith, and through the withhold-
ing of help in his suit learned somewhat
the meaning of walking by faith. It is

however through bitter temptations and
.struggles that they are learning it. Re-
port of Rev. J. E. Adams— Oct., igoi

.

FRUITS OF WOMEN’S WORK IN THE
NORTH.

JN making this report I have mentioned
numbers always not because I put

trust in them, but because they help me
to a little better understanding of a

condition of affairs very difficult to de-

scribe. Not all who have attended the
classes are what we would like to have
them be. Some are weak and find it hard
to live the new life : some are so ignorant
that they hardly know why they have
come to us : .some are ambitious to gain
a reputation for knowledge of the Bible :

but most of them come together to

.study the Word of God because they
know that in it are the words of eternal

life and that it is the rule of their faith

and practice. And in the quiet, heart-

searching hours of study when they are

thinking only of the message that God’s
Word brings to them, the weak some-
times receive strength to overcome, the
ignorant receive enlightenment, the am-
bitious have their pride broken and in

its place a desire created to learn God’s
will and to do it, and the .sincere and
humble-hearted receive comfort and
power and a knowledge of God’s will

that enables them more and more to

enter into the higher life. It is worth
while. The failures and weaknesses of

some onl}’^ serve to reveal more plainly the
marvels of God’s grace in the characters

and lives of others.

In comparing the work of this year

with that of last year I have wondered
where the advance might be. For one
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thing there has been an increase in the

numbers of those enrolled, the highest

attendance at any one time last year

being 20 women, while this year the

Whang Ju and Han Chun classes num-
bered 38 and 33. The Sven Chj^en class,

with its enrollment of 123, took its place

by the side of the classes held here in

Pyeng Yang. The number of those who
can read is constantly growing. At
every class the majority, if not all of the

women have been able to take ])art in

the reading. The women are growing
in knowledge, asking more intelligent

questions .than they used to ask. T have
noticed a difference too in the. way some
of them present the truth to unbelievers.

Thej' seem to hav^e lost some of the fervor

of the earlier days, but none of the earn-

estness, and talk with much more intel-

ligence and judgment. In habits of per-

sonal neatness and in the care and train-

ing of their children the change is begin-

ning to come. Little by .little the new
ideas, so strange to' them at first, are

gaining a power over them, until now
there are women who are filled with re-

pentance after they have given a child a

blow, and there are even those in wliom
repentance has worked better things.

The Korean woman who has accom-
panied me on these trips is Pak Si, known
to most of her friends as the “mother of

Gannie. ’
’ Through all kinds of weather

and in all sorts of places, some of them
not at all comfortable, even from a Kor-

ean point of view, with an utter forget-

fulness of self, in her love for the work
she has always shown herself ready to do
what she could. The women love her

and listen to her. Her heart is in the

work. Report of Miss M. Best— Oct.,

rgor.

EXTRACTvS FROM LETTER OF MRS.

ALICE FISH MOFFETT TO HER

PARENTS.

Pyeng Yang, May 16. 1901

TYR. and Mrs. Arthur Brown have been

with us four full days leaving us

again yesterday afternoon. It is impos-

sible to tell all that their visit has meant
to us of pleasure, refreshment, and help-

fulness, and yet I believe it has meant
even more to the Korean Christians.

Dr. Brown addressed the people on
Sabbath and at Wednesday evening
prayer-meeting, and also met with the
officers of the church and the “leaders"
and "helpers" in conference. His pre-

sence among them and messages to them
have done them great good. One of the
elders of the church in responding on
Wednesday evening said, in sub.stance,

“God has been very gracious to us in

sending this pastor to us all the way
from America, to cheer our hearts and
speak to us His messages. He tells us
of those in America who are pra^ung for

us and who have sent him out to see

what God is doing for our people. This
makes us feel that we are one with the

Christian people of America, and now
.since they are doing so much for the

people in many nations who know not

God, we in this land who know and love

Him should work with new energy and
do all we can to preach His word
throughout this land, at the same time
that weprav for His work in other lands.

’

'

There were two elders in the church or-

dained on Sabbath and the service was
a very solemn one. Dr. Brown’s words
to them were .specially beautiful.

We have word from New York that

Dr. and Mrs. Sharrocks’ house for Syen
Chun has been granted which means
that a new station is soon to be opened

300 li north of here. Mr. Whittemore has

fitted up a Korean house and expects to

move up now. Dr. and Mrs. Sharrocks

go up for a mouth returning here for the

summer, and Miss Best goes with them
to hold a class for women and return.

The party starts on Monday. This is a

great event—the first off-shoot from

P5^eng Yang station. We feel as if some
of our children were leaving home forthe

first time. But with all the sadness it is

still blessed to be able to open a new
center of light up in the north. There
are forty groups of believers. Bventual-

ly Mr. and Mrs. Leek also will probably

form a part of the new station.

H:

Miss Nourse mentions a Christian

marriage at the Mission. As the bride

and groom in closed chairs with a great

crowd of attendants, friends and sight-

seers drew near, the people in the court-

yard said, “The bridegroom is coming,

let us go and meet him."
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Fehrt-ary, May, Augcst, and November ;

U'iUi the object of familiarisjir.g it,-; readers with the
working of the Holy Spirit iii the Churches of Korea.

Annual subscription, Including postage lo cents
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To l)e paid in .\nierica th rough MR. C. W. HAND, treas-

urer of the Presbyterian Board ofIKoreign Missions,
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To be remitted in Korea to DR. C. C. VINTON, .Seoul,

'J'HH present issue of this periodical is

triane possible by a sum of money
furnished the editor to be used at his

discretion by the Young People’s Asso-

ciation of the Church of Sea and Land
in New York. By this timelj- aid he is

enabled to send it out gratis to a long
list of personal friends whose addresses

have Been furnished him b>' missionaries

upon the field. Its free distribution

however cannot continue, and he looks

to two sources to maintain it financially ;

first to the missionaries themselves, who
it is hoped will find in it an acceptable

exponent of their beloved work, and will

direct it to be mailed regularly to those

they want to acquaint with that work ;

and secondly to those in other lands to

whom it brings de.sired information and
who may therefore be led to enroll them-
selves as individual subscribers. Of the

latter class the request is made that at

the same time they send ten cents in

postage-stamps or otherwise to Mr.
Hand, the busy treasurer of the Board,
they will also relieve him of the neces-

sity of taking too minute account of it

and also ensure receiving the paper by
di.spatching a two-cent po.stal card bear-

ing their address to. Dr. C. C. Vinton,
Seoul, Korea.

My fellow-missionaries are further
reminded that this attem]it to enable
others to see through their eyes can onlj^

be succe.ssfui, if they use it freely to

make known what their eyes have seen.
It is hoped the editor will be kept sup-
plied at all times with abundance of such
familiar descriptions of scenes and inci-

dents of our daily life among believers
and enquirers as we all write more or
less constantly in our home letters and
monthly station reports. He on his part
offers a pledge to treat them with the

j

utmost discretion according to the aims
1 of the publication.

BEGINNINGS OF CHRISTIAN WORK IN

KOREA.

BY REV. C. F. REID, D.D.

As has been too frequently the tase

in these Eastern lands, Rome had a full

century the start of Protestantism in

making the name of Jesus known, to the

Koreans. In 1777 an earnest Korean
student of Confucius, who, b}' certain

characteristics, had won for himself the

name of vStonewall, obtained po.ssessiou

of several publications issued by the

Jesuit Mission in Pekin. Among these

books were tracts on the “Existence of

God,’’ “The Immortalitj' of the Soul,’’

“The Seven Deadly Sins and Their
Opposite Virtues,’’ and others of like

purport.

vStonewall was delighted with the new
doctrine, and at once began to practice

its teaching to the best of his meager
knowledge. At his first opportunit}" he
opened correspondence with the priests in

Pekin through a friend who was going
to the Chinese capital in compan\- with
the Korean embassy. This friend was
converted and baptized while in Pekin,
and returned to Korea well stocked with
books, crucifixes, images, pictures, etc.

Stonewall received his share with de-

light, and became more devoted to the

new religion than ever. He soon began
to preach, and made manj’ converts,

both among the nobility and the com-
mon people. This, of cour.se, attracted

con.siderable attention and brought about
a series of bitter persecutions and a

series of noble martyrdoms which, as

exhibitions of sublime faith and heroic
endurance under the most cruel tortures

amd in death, have never been surpa.s.sed

in any age or country. Coming off the
streets of Seoul, where hundreds of ease-

loving, work and pain-hating natives
are constantly lounging, one is fairly

bewildered by a perusal of the record of

firmness under inten.se suffering, the
willing self-sacrifice, and all the eminent
Christian virtues which, during the last

hundred years, have been illustrated

thou.sands of times in the lives and
deaths of Korean believers.

The first victim was a gentleman by
the name of Kim, who had received,

when baptized, the name of Thomas.
For de.stroying his ancestral tablets he
was tortured and .sent into banishment.
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where he shortly died. Next were two
more of the same surname. These were
publicly tried, and. refusing to recant.

W'ere beheaded. Their death was the
signal for a general and relentless per-

secution which had for its end the utter

extermination of the new' faith.

Men were beaten with rods until the

flesh hung on them in bloody rags.

Their bones were di.sjointed until their

limbs dangled limp and useless from
their quivering bodies. One man

,
sixt}'-

one years old, after wearying his tortur-

ers w’ith his endurance, w'as bound a-

round wdth cords and thrown upon the
icy ground. Then water w'as poured
over him, freezing as it fell, thus cover-

ing his body in a coat of ice. In this

condition he w’as left to wait for death,

which, more pitiful than his torturers,

quickly relieved him of his sufferings.

It is not surprising that under per-

secution of such extreme rigor many
should fall away

;
and yet, in spite of per-

.secution and apostasy, it is estimated that

ten years afte r the baptism of the first

Korean convert in Pekin there w'ere four

thousand Christians in Korea. In 1791
the first attempt of a foreign missionary
to enter Korea was made. A Por-
tuguese priest named Jean dos Remedies
made the perilous overland trip from
Pekin

;
but, after waiting ten days in

vain at the border gate for an opportunity
to enter, he returned to Pekin, wdiere he
soon died. Three years later a Chinese
priest determined to make the attempt,

and, after an eventful journey, he reached
Seoul in safety. This was the first for-

eign missionar}' to visit Korea. After
six years of .secret but succe.ssful labor he
suffered martyrdom. During the greater

portion of this time he was hid in the

house of a noble Korean lady, but when
the government outlaw'ed him by public

proclamation he left the house of his

protectress, bravel}' refusing any longer
to endanger the lives of his friends. He
voluntaril}' surrendered himself, and w'as

beheaded May 31, 1801. His hostess

wa.s then throwm into prison, and while

waiting death wrote out his life and
works on the skirt of her silk dress. At
her execution she begged that she might
be allowed to die in her robes, and not

be stripped of them in accordance wdth
the usual custom. Her request being
granted, .she laid her head upon the

Nov. 190X.

block with a meekness and grace as
pathetic as it w'as inspiring.

In the winter of 1835 the first French
mis.sionaries, after much trouble in run-
ning the guards at Eui Ju, entered the
city through a water drain in the citj-

wall. After three years of indefatigable
labor, they suffered martyrdom, Septem-
ber 21, 1839. On the day of their death
they were led to the execution ground,
pinioned, and stripped of their upper
garments ; a stick was passed between
their elbows and back, an arrow w'as

run through the fleshy part of each ear,

and their faces were w'et wdth water and
pow'dered wdth chalk. A dozen soldiers

then began a sham fight over them,
delivering their blows upon the bodies
of their kneeling victims instead of on
each other wdiile the crowd shouted wdth
delight and mockery as the cruel game
went on. Wearying at length with this

.sport, the executioners struck the vic-

tims’ heads from their bodies, and thus
perished the first European missionaries

to Korea.
Still, the work w'ent 011. The terrible

pensecution of 1866, during which large

numbers sealed their faith in blood, is of

so recent date that I merely make men-
tion of it in passing to show' that wdthin
the lifetime of many of those wdio wdll

read this article the sands of Korea have
often been w'et wdth the blood of Koreans
w'ho, by'some, are represented as hardly

worth the saving. The man who direct-

ed this horrible butchery only recently

died, and the memory of his deeds is to-

day fresh in the minds of many whom
we pass upon the streets.

The w'ork of promulgating Protestant

Christianity did not begin until 1883.

In that year a Chinese soldier, a convert

of Dr. Douthwait. w'ell knowm at Vand-
erbilt University, was ordered wdth his

regiment to Korea. Before leaving Che-

foo, he went to Dr. Donthw'ait and asked

for a suppl)' of gospels and Christian

tracts for use in Korea. They w'ere, of

course, given to him, and immediateh'
on his arrival in Seoul he began to dis-

tribute them and to teach their doctrines

as best he could.

So active was this Chinese soldier in

publishing the gospel that he soon fell

under the observation of the govern-

ment and was arrested . The foreign office

at once communicated with Gen. Yuen,
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coiiiraander of the Chinese troops in

Seoul, asking that the man might be

decapitated. Gen. Yuen, however, be-

ing a strong sympathizer with, if not an
actual believer in, Christianit}', refused

to accede to this request; and after a

long and painful imprisonment, he was
finally released and returned to his home
in Chefoo.

In the month of September, 1884, Dr.

H. N. Allen, of the Presbyterian Mis-

sion in Shanghai, came to Seoul as

physician to the American Legation.
This was the fir.st American missionar}'

to arrive in the country. The following
year he was joined by Drs. Underwood
and Heron, of the same mi.ssion, and by
Dr. Scranton and H. G. Appenzeller, of

the M. E. Church.
The medical work of Dr. Allen began

almost at once. Soon after his arrival,

ihe Emeute in connection with the estab-

lishment of the postal service occurred,
and the Doctor was called to attend one
of the high Korean officials, who had
been badly wounded in the affray. The
treatment was successful, and as a result

th<^ Doctor was .soon flooded with appli-

cations for medical attention, and at the
end of the first year he could report over
ten thou.sand cases seen, two hundred
and sixty-five in-patients, and a hundred
and fifty surgical operations. As has so
often been the case on mission fields, the
medical work proved to be the entering
wedge for the evangelist. On the second
Sunday in July, 1886, Dr. Horace G.
Underwood baptized the fir.st convert to

Protestant Chri.stianity, and from that
time the growth of the work has been
rapid and .steady. Both the Presbyteri-
an and Methodist Missions have been
doubling their memberships for the last

several years. As in the beginning of

the Roman Catholic Mi.ssion, the work
is largely .self- propagating. From ''The
Reviczo 0/ Missions," .lugust,

DR. BROWN’S FIRST KOREAN
MEETING.

From the"A^czv York Observer."
first meeting with the Korean

Christians was equally impressive
to us. The trip across the narrow strait

between Japan and Korea was decidedly
rough. We had crossed the Pacific with
sucli comfort that we had fondly imagined
ourselves pretty good sailors. But that

comparative^' insignificant little passage
of seventeen hours brought us to grief.

The winds and tides that alternately

sweep back and forth between the Japan
and Eastern seas usually keep the Ko-
rean Strait in an agitated state

;
and this

time a recent storm had stirred up a

furious sea. All night our little Japan-
e.se steamer pitched and rolled through
the a.ssaulting waves, while we

—

Well, I told the .“boy" to call us an
hour before reaching P'usan. He smiled
assent and called us ten minutes before
instead of .sixty. Hastil}'^ tumbling out
of our berths we jumped into a waiting
sampan, with the hospitable missionaries

who had already boarded the steamer.
As it was already nearly half past ten

o'clock, there was no time for breakfast

nor had we appetite for it. So we pro-

ceeded at once to the dispensary build-

ing where the Korean Christians had for

^ome time been awaiting us, troops of

them meeting us at the foot of the hill

and escorting us up the road. The sea-

sickness from which we had just risen

was not the best preparation for speak-
ing. But after a felicitous address of

welcome by one of the Koreans, inter-

preted for me by Dr. Irvin, a hundred
voices rose in a song of praise. Such
congregational singing. It was so hearty
and yet .so truly worshipful that it was a

phj'sical and spiritual tonic. But not a

line could I understand till suddenly I

caught the words: “Jesus, Hallelujah."

There being no Korean equivalents for

them, the missionaries had taught the

people to use the terms so familiar to us.

We forgot our sea-sickness as those

wondrous words sounded in our ears. I

could have had no more inspiring theme
and so I preached on the meaning of

“Jesus, Hallelujah."
I have since journeyed far from Fusan

and have seen many places and people.

But still lives in my vision the little

brick building on the hill overlooking

the bay with worshiping Koreans sitting

oriental fashion on the floor. I can see

their faces light up as I spoke to them
of Jesus as our revelation of the love of

God, Jesus as our Saviour from •sin,

Jesus as our Friend and King, Jesus as

the Giver of such peace and joj’ that

next to the name that is above every

other name there is no word so ap-

propriate for the true di.sciple as “Hal-



12 THE KOREA FIELD. A^ov. 1901.

lehijah.” Even as I write I seem to hear
the unison of those Korean voices as in

glad response to my closing request they
joined with me in repeating the words,
“Jesus, Hallelujah," and then the rever-

ent petition of their leader as he prayed
for us all while the white-robed worship-
ers bowed with their faces to the floor.

Steamer Ge?tkai Matn, coast of Korea.

A DAY ON THE SONGDO CRICUIT.
BY REV. C. T. COLLYER, SONGDO, KOREA.

JN a far-away land, cut off from asso-

ciation with friends, and beyond the
reach of those who could give us counsel
and advice, we, perhaps, see the more
plainly that God is with us, that we are

being guided by the Holy Spirit, and
that He is working through us. That
such is the case let me illustrate by the
following incidents which recently oc-

curred in one day upon this circuit.

Less than six months ago, in a casual

way, my colporteur told me of two old

gentlemen, and that the son of one of them
had purchased several books from him,
which they were diligently reading. In

the course of two or three months he
several times visited them, and each time
sold more books. Shortly before Christ-

mas I visited the old gentlemen, and was
entertained in the house of the elder

brother, whose name and title is Mun
Manho. The title, “Manho," literall)^

translated, is ten thoasand houses. His
rank is “captaiu of a third-rate guard
post or, in other words, a ruler over
village settlements comprising ten thou-

sand houses.

A more fascinating, picture than the

one that occupied my attention when I

first saw Mun Manho would be hard to

find. Imagine a background of Korean
houses, and an old gentleman with a long,

snowy beard, clad in a white robe, rush-

ing with outstretched hands, across the

courtyard to the great gate to receive

the weary and travel-stained itinerant.

A few inquiries elicited the informa-

tion that he dated his great desire to be

baptized from the death of his nephew
(the young man above referred to). This
nef)hew was a young man of about one
and twenty, and he had been sick for a

long time. One evening he called his

father and uncle to him and told them
that he was dying a believer in Jesus

;

he then took up the gospels bought from

our colporteur, read several passages, and
prayed. I have been into the eight-foot
square room where he died, and its very
walls .seem sacred to me. What a glori-
ous and victorious sight the angels be-
held as that young fellow, who had
never been to church or seen a mission-
ary, while he lay dying instructed his
aged relatives in the way of life and
prayed for their conversion ! It reminds
me of Goldsmith’s beautiful expression ;

"Allured to brighter worlds, and led the
way. ’

There is no doubt but that the 3’^oung

man’s few last hours made a deep im-
pression upon both his father and uncle.
The latter told me that thej’ did not em-
ploy' a sorceress, as is usual, to perform
“mj'.sterious ceremony and incantation"
over his grave, because he died dif-

ferentl}- from other Koreans.
The next time I visited that place the

old gentlemen told me the}^ had quite
made up their minds to become Christians.

I called their attention to the fact that
one of the requirements before baptism
was that thej' .should “renounce the
devil and his works," and that .so long
as the)' retained any fetish they could
not be looked upon as Christians.

“We are aware of that," they replied,
*

‘and were only waiting for your coming,
that we might destroy all the things we
have pertaining to devil worship.’’

They then collected the rags, torn

paper, straw, etc., that were hung from
the rafters

;
then, diving into trunks

and baskets, a large pile of clothing for

the use of the sorceress during her in-

cantations was brought forth ;
from odd

nooks and corners a number of curi-

ously-shaped hats were produced. These
were all carried into the courtyard and
burned. When nothing but smoke and
ashes were left of the things they had
worshiped for tens of years, I invited

them to come in and worship the living

God, whom I contrasted with that heap
of debris. Though it was immediately
after morning prayers that they com-
menced collecting the fetish, etc., more
than six hours had passed away ere the

service was over.

This is the first time that I had seen

a full equipment of devil-worship para-

phernalia, and I trust that I may many
a time again witness the destruction of

things so hateful to God.
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After service was over I asked where
the ancestral tablets were. They were
produced and given to me, for Mun
Manho said as they were now treading

the heavenly road there was no more
use for them.. The ancestral tablet is

always the hardest and the last thing for

a Korean to give up, because he believes

that if there is no one to pray before the
shrine of his spirit after he is gone then
there will be no rest for his soul.

Whatever the future may have in

store, “Mun Manho’’ is a name that

will live in my memory.
To continue the history of that day,

after eating our dinner we walked four

miles to a riverside town to hunt up a

Mr. Choi, who had once walked four-

teen miles to attend church in Songdo.
To walk three or four miles is a pleasure
when the roads are good, but when the
path is on top of steep banks and only
six or eight inches wide it is quite an-
other matter. Just before reaching
Husarkang there is a small river with a

wide stretch of deep, .soft mud on either

side to cross
;

it was ver}" tantalizing

that the ferryman should leave us on the
mud, exposed to a cutting wind, while
he, under shelter on the other side of

the stream, haggled with us for an exor-
bitant fare.

Though we did not know Mr. Choi’s
address, we experienced no difficult)^ in

finding his house, as every one had
heard that he had been to the foreigners.

There are no secrets among the Koreans!
Mr. Choi is a store-keeper, but his stock
in tiade is so small and comprises things
of such slight value that an American
merchant would wonder how it could be
possible to make profit enough to keep
the wolf away.
We were very cordially welcomed into

the tiny room behind the shop and in-

vited to take seats ilyxm the heated floor.

After awhile supper was served on a
separate table for each guest. The'sup-
per consisted of rice and small dishes of
vegetables, snails, ^nd eggs, all highly
seasoned with red pepper. While we
were eating our delectable repast we
could not help hearing a good deal of
fuss going on in the woman’s part of
the house, which grew in intensity until
it broke into a storm of passion. Upon
inquiry we found that our hostess had
been consulting a .sorcere.ss about her

hu.sband’s going to church, and had been
advised to persecute him at every turn

;

hence the trouble. After thinking over
the matter, I decided that it would be
better to walk two miles through the
dark to the next village. It would
never have done for us to have moved
into one of the inns in Husarkang, for

if we had we should have caused Mr.
Choi to “lose face.’’ When leaving,

Mr. Choi accompanied us some distance
along the road. We tried to comfort
him, and to encourage his faith in Jesus.

We told him that the only help we could
give was to pra\'^ for him and for the
conversion of his wife.

To anticipate history a bit, for our
day’s work was not then finished : about
a fortnight latec I again saw Mr. Choi,
and his face was radiant as he told me
that the Uord, in answer to our prayers,

had changed his wife’s mind—that while
she persecuted him before, she now re-

pented of her sins and wanted to beiome
a Christian.

Without mishap, and by the aid of a

paper lantern, we reached the next vil-

lage at about nine o’clock, but could
find no room in the inn. A man of that

village, who had piloted us over from
Husarkang, very kindly took us into his

little two-roomed house. He carried his

wife and children over to his brother’s
house, so that there might be room for

us. Until a late hour that night we sat

in a circle on the floor telling the gospel
story. Mr. No (our ho.st) w'as at flrst

delighted, then grave over the story.

The tears gathered in his eyes as for the
first time he heard about the crucifixion

of our Saviour. Glory to God, this

simple-hearted countryman took in all

that he heard that night and. has since

shown evidence of a change of heart, for

he has brought first his two brothers,

then his father, to believe in Christ.

A'ro7?i ‘ ‘ The Review ofMissio?ts, ’ '-August,
igoT.

CLIPPINGS FROM OCTOBER REPORTS.

Dr. S. A. Moffett, Fyen^' Yang.

Si has had her heart full this year,

as'after eight years of praying and
hoping her husband, who had stood'out
so defiantly against the truth, and who
had compelled his son to tend shop on
Sabbath, was on the Sabbath before
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Christmas received as a catechumen, and
ever since has kept his store closed and
regularl}' attended church. The son,
then but 17 yeais of age, was one of the
first group of inquirers gathered before
the war. Through him the whole family
has now been brought into the church.
His grandfather, tho’ not baptized, died
a Christian this year, and his wife and
child were baptized.

!(: * *

In Suk Chun countj’ the city church
is the centre of strength, two of the help-

ers now residing there and the leaders

being strong men. A good .school lends
activity to the group and a good building,

made free of debt this year, provides for

school and sarang and a church with ac-

comodation for 150. One of the leaders
of this church has been selected bj' the
Board of Missions to become its first

missionary.

^ .*{«

In the ten trips of 86 days, all the
time which I was able to spare from the
cit}- work, so much of the time was
necessarily taken up with the urgent
and important work of examination of

candidates for baptism that too little

time was left for instruction and for

more thorouglr organization. I am
eagerljr looking forward to the division

of my large territory, that I may more
efficiently care for the northern circuit

only. I have been able to provide for

the administration of the Lord’s Supper
in but six of the churches this year, a

fact which I very deeply regret, as I

find that the Communion service is al-

ways a means of grace greatly deepen-
ing spiritual convictions and strengthen-
ing faith.

* * *

It was a great pleasure to me to re-

rcceive An the blind man as a catechu-
men. Three 3'ears ago he was excom-
municated becau.se of fall into grievous
sin. He has had a hard struggle with
himself, but now gives evidence of sin-

cere repentance. I hope to restore him
on mj" next visit.

^ 4: %

The Cha Chak church, once so strong,

has been almost obliterated b}' enforced
removals, the gold miners practically

driving the people from the neighbor-
hood by confiscation of their fields for

mining and of their homes for dwellings,
no compensation being given. A small
remnant of a dozen or so from other vil-

lages still meet in the church on Sab-
bath. Most of the people however have
removed and inatu' of them ai*e now in
other churches.

In Yung You county the Kol Ouen
group for the second time has set off a
fine new colony established at Ha Sam
with a .small building and a good leader.
Kol Ouen itself is now weak, but its

colonies are growing.

/^ev. H. M. Briieti, 'f'aiku.

jj^URING Dr. Johnson’s recovery I

was bi^dng stone for my lK)Use,

and, with some financial aid from Miss
Nourse I proceeded to buy, cut, and
.stack firewood for burning tile and brick.
Since hearing that m>' appropriation w'as

granted timber has been bought, con-
tracts for tile, brick, and carpenter work
made, and at pre.sent writing (Sept. 2nd)
the foundation walls are going up and I

hope to get it under cover this fall. In-

stead of getting timber from a distance,

as Mr. Adams and Dr. John.son have
done, I am tr)ung the experiment of

having foreign trusses made in Fusan
and am using what large timber I could
get near at hand. By doing this waj' I

expect to save about a 3’ear in getting
into the house.

. jl/zss M. Best, Pye7ig Yang.

old lady, the single believer in the
large city of Pong vSan, weak and

almost sick, walked 30 li one blustering

cold day to Pori Tukai, hungry to hear
again the old story, to see a mi.ssionary,

and hear tidings from the different ones
who had passed through Pong San from
time to time and alwa}'s stopped with a

word of cheer and encouragement for

her.

* * *

Kim Si of Sa San and Cho Si of Suk
Chun have worked among the women of *

that section and have been the in.stru-

ments in leading man}' to a desire to

become Christians. They are both good
earnest women and in positions where
they may do much for the cause that is

so dear to their hearts. .
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AVi'. S. /•'. J/oors, SemiL

'J'HE deliverance of the Council as to

proper age for marriage has had a

perceptible effect on the Koreans and
several are still waiting to come of age

who would have married too soon if the

missionary had consented. At three

weddings where I was asked to officiate

the contracting parties were of proper

age, and one girl of 18 was married to a

youth of 21. This bride was peculiar

not only in that she was an old maid
from a Korean view point, but also in

that she was not .so smeared over with

paint as to be unrecognizable, but just

came with her own face ; and also no
sool was provided for the guests, but tae

instead.

* *

A half dozen men have this 3'ear left

off the use of tobacco. The5’ are the ad-

vance guard, I believe, of an ever grow-
ing arm}'. These men had smoked for

years, and it was no small struggle for

them to give it up
;
and it may be re-

garded as a mark of growth in grace.

Every body smokes in Korea and these

are marked men.
* % *

The group at Nam Chang by hard
work have provided themselves with a

church building which cost them $32.
besides many days’ work. The houses
that most of the.se people live in could
be bought for eight to twelve dollars,

and this must be remembered to appre-
ciate what they have done.

Afiss M. A. Chast\ J' 7isan,

^^HE time between November 22 and
December 17th, was spent in Seoul.

While there spent most of my time in

Miss Doty’s school and tried to take her
place the>'e

;
but with all the hu.stling

(that I could muster am sure that I ac-

complished only about one third of the
work that Miss Doty could have done,
and that one third was done about one
third as well as Miss Dot}’ would have
done it. How one brain and one pair
of hands has been able to accomplish .so

much is a mystery to me. To have
developed such beautiful Christian char-
acters, and .studious, active minds in

the girls of her care has taken more than
ordinary diligence saying nothing of the
innumerable other duties that come to

her con.stantly and are faithfully di.s-,

charged.

Afrs, K. D. Adams^ Taiku,

J^''ROM one house a servant, a little

slave girl, came once a week, always
saying “Please bring your books.

’
’ Once

we arrived while the women were eating

their afternoon meal, but they quickly
finished, and after calling the neighbors,
gathered in the room to read and study.

One busy Martha waited to put away
rice-bowls and chop-sticks, and a neigh-
bor who had not seen the foreigner be-

fore began going through the usual list

of questions, but both were reprimanded
by the old grandmother of the house,
who asked if it were not more important
at that time to hear about the new doc-

trine than to wa.sh dishes or gossip.

One home was of the poorest, a tin}'

mud hut, mud floor and walls, no window,
but on the wall was one bright bit of

color, a card the boy had received at

Sunday-school
;
and the woman, proud-

ly pointing to it, said “That was given
him for learning the text, and we too

have learned it 'Jesus is the light of

the world.'”’

* *

The celebration’ of Buddha’s birthday
brought in visitors from many li away. '

On Sabbath the crowd was so great that

no attempt was made to use the church.
Mr. Adams conducted an open air ser-

vice in the court-yard. Few' had ever
heard the gospel before. The following
days w’f^re full of opportunities for seecl

sowing. Books were sold and many
listened intelligently to reading and
teaching. Tw'o w'omen seventy-five years
of age who had w'alked in one hundred
li for a sight-see said they had been w’ell

repaid, for not only had they seen the
foreigners, but they had heard this

strange story of the world’s Savior. One
after buying a book .said “I w'ill take it

home to my sons and I w’ill tell them
about this Jesus who died for their sins :

but as for me, I am an old, old ignorant
woman

;
it’s useless for me to try to

learn. But it’s good new’S, and I will

tell my household.”
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Rev. /. E. Adams, Tailcu.

qn Buddha’s birthday we had a stamp-
ede of country women. From early

morning they began gathering in Mr.
Bruen’s court-yard in front of the wo-
men’s guest-room. By church’ time
there was scarcely standing room in the

yard and Mr. Adams’ helper had been
preaching from the church porc'u to the
church yard full of women as well. As
the men who had gathered did not con-
stitute a drop in the bucket, and as
meeting in any building was altogether
out of the que.stion, the male portion of

the congregation ranged itself in front

of Mr. Bruen’s door on a slight eleya-

tion, the ladies with a few Christian wo-
men took po.ssession of the house, and
the preachers one after another mounted
the two store boxes which had been im-
provi.sed for a pulpit and preached to

.some five hundred women.
^ ^

This Pung Kok group consists of .some

nine professing Christians, only one of

whom is a catechnmen. He heard the
gospel about a year ago from Mr. Adams’
helper while taking a meal at an inn.

He attended the winter Bible class and
at its close was received as a catechu-

men. He was ignorant but earnest and
about him has sprung up a strong group
consisting of four families. \lr, Bruen
recently visited this group and at the

morning Sunday service .some twenty
gathered for worship. The natural leader

is an inn-keeper. He is a man above his

class, of whom Mr. Adams’ helper said

“He began to preach the very night of

his conversion.’’ We found for miles

around every one knew he was a Christ-

ian. He witnesses to every one whom
she meets. On Sabbath they meet reg-

ularly, take a record of attendance, and
take a good collection. Alread)' they
were discussing a site for a church.

Mrs. A. L. A. Baird, Pyeng Yang.

'’J'HE enrollment at the Sabbath morn-
ing Bible school, held at Sa Chang

Kol, is 201, and the attendance is always
good. There have been few Sabbaths
when the building was not well filled,

and it is usually crowded. Some of the
women attend from miles out in the

country, and many of them come in the
face of active opp>osition on the p>art of

relatives. My own class is composed of

young married women, several of them
the wives of prominent church members,
and it has pleased me to notice that the
Scriptures are evidently studied regu-
larly in their homes.

in It. ^

The Wednesday afternoon prayer-
meeting has seemed little by little to re-

solve itself into a sort of training cla.ss

for leaders. The attendance, while not
large, averaging between thirty and
forty, has been regular, and the women
take part in an orderly, edifying way.
There arc few dismal pauses in this

prayer-meeting. Often when sentence
prayers are called for, we will have fifteen

or twenty petitions following each other

in rapid succession. Short testimonie.s

of God’s dealings with individual souls,

confessions of sin, and thanks for bene-

fits received make these meetings ever

varied and interesting.

Rev. lY. B. Hunt, Pye?ig Yang.

'J’HERPl would be a bright page too if

I should write it of the story of a

young paper merchant, his mother, and
wife, all of Anak Eup, the life of our

group there. And the story of an old

school teacher whom Mr. Moffett once

met and treated with kindness on the

northern border of Korea, who, a' mere
wreck of whisky and evil living, wander-

ed hither and thither in sin until this

last fall, when under sincere conviction

of sin and belief in our Savior he was

led to leave his life of sin and serve the

living God. The old .story, yet ever

new, because it is the story of a man
made new.

it it *

As in our Whang Hai work it has

been so arranged that all the groups shall

be visited once a month, special, work,

such as the holding of country classes

or the attending of classes in Pyeng

Yang, not preventing, and that at the

larger groups the helper make it a point

to be. with them on a Sabbath. Several

groups in this circuit are visited twice a

month, a Sabbath being taken by one

helper and a prayer-meeting by the other.
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